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CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 7
Queering School
The sociologist C. J. Pascoe, in her book Dude, You’re a Fag: Masculinity and
Sexuality in High School, persuasively argues that even when used without
any conscious intention to label the addressee’s actual sexuality, there is a
homophobic subtext at play in the middle and high school use of such
words as gay and fag. Pascoe explores various kinds of “performances” centered on verbal acts that reinforce proper ways of being masculine and ways
in which female athletes either profit from assuming masculinity or are
derided for it. In the realm of collegiate sports, male athletes who participate
in non–contact sports are often named into realms of queerness (soccer
becomes “fairy football”), and, inversely, female athletes who play contact
sports are often labeled as lesbians (or, in less polite terms, lesbos or lezzies).
Though what seems to be at stake is adherence to gender scripts, it is impossible to distinguish categories of and assumptions about the sexual identities
of children and adolescents that are based on rigid binaries of male and
female, masculine and feminine, queer (usually lesbian or gay in the typically
dualistic thinking of pre-adult minds) and straight (or “normal” or “good”).
The bullying that led to the suicide of Tyler Clementi, the undergraduate
at Rutgers University, who, after having been spied on and filmed by his
roommate while having a romantic encounter with another male in his
dorm room (and the video shared with many others on campus), is but one
example of how much sexuality remains schooled — indeed, what the French
philosopher and social critic Michel Foucault would call “disciplined and
punished” through surveillance and other means — even past secondary
school. Residence halls are filled with stories, both from the past and probably still occurring as you read these words, of queer folk (or even nonqueer folk simply perceived as queer) being subjected to such “learning.”
This schooling is by no means confined to the residential realm of college life. Students report classrooms where faculty and other students regularly feel empowered to devalue and diminish the experiences and lives of
queer people, through such strategies, sometimes unconscious, sometimes
Henderson, Bruce, Queer Studies: Beyond Binaries
dx.doi.org/10.17312/harringtonparkpress/2019.09.qsbb.007
© 2019 by Harrington Park Press

194

"Table of Contents" (entire book) - click here
30% discount (entire book) - enter HPP30 at checkout page

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING AND VIEWING

Block, Francesca Lia. Dangerous Angels: The Weetzie Bat Books. New York:
HarperCollins, 1998.
Fierstein, Harvey. The Sissy Duckling. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.
GLSEN. The Experiences of LGBT Middle School Students: Findings from the 2007
National School Climate Survey. https://www.glsen.org/learn/reasearch/national/
middle-school-brief.
Guy, Rosa. Ruby: A Novel. New York: Viking, 1976.
Hartinger, Brent. Geography Club. New York: HarperTempest, 2003.
I Am Jazz. Seasons 1–. TLC, 2015–.
Newman, Lesléa. Heather Has Two Mommies. Boston: Alyson Wonderland, 1989.
Nutt, Amy Ellis. Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family. New
York: Random House, 2015.
Sayre, Justin. Husky. New York: Grosset and Dunlap, 2015.
Sue, Derald Wing. Microaggressions in Everyday Life: Race, Gender, and Sexual
Orientation. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2010.
Valentine Road. Directed by Marta Cunningham. Bunim-Murray Productions, 2013.

Q U E E RI NG S C HO O L

217

